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THE WHITE HOUSE '

WASHINGTON

March 21, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF TREASURY

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

THE SECRETARY OF LABOR

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARZ
THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

During my campaign, I pledged an urban and regional policy
based on mutual trust, mutual respect and mutual commnitnent
between state and local governments on the one hand and the
federal government on the other. Although we do not hawve

as yet a national urban and regional policy, the first step -
toward achieving that goal must be coordination amonjy federal
departments and agencies.

T would like you to form a working policy group on urban and
regional development. The purpose of the group will be to
conduct a comprehensive review of all federal programs wbich
impact on urban and regional areas; to seek perspectives of
state and local officials concerning the role of the federal
government in urban and regional development; and to subwnit
appropriate administrative and legislative recommendatiors.

Under Executive Order 11297, Pat Harris has the responsi-
bility to convene such a group and will do so shortly.
want to emphasize that development of an urban and regioral
policy should be a joint project with full participation by
each of your departments, as well as from other federal
agencies where appropriate. This is a high priority for
my Administration, and I have asked Jack Watson and Stu
Eizenstat to facilitate and support your collective effor:is
in every way possible.

I look forward to receiving a preliminary report on your
progress and findings by early summer.
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